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DISTINGUISHING THE COVENANTS: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH (2 Corinthians 3)
The Old Covenant 







The New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-35)

(Moses as Minister – 2 Cor. 3:12ff; John 1:17; Heb. 3:5)


(The Disciples as Ministers – 2 Cor. 3:6; John 16:12ff)
A Covenant of the Letter – 2 Cor. 3:6




A Covenant of the Spirit – 2 Cor. 3:6-8

A Covenant Which Kills –  2 Cor. 3:6 (note: not a “dead letter!”)

A Covenant Which Gives Life –  2 Cor. 3:6 (lit. “Makes alive”)

A Ministry of Death – 2 Cor. 3:7





A Ministry of Life – 2 Cor. 3:6

A Ministry of Condemnation – 2 Cor. 3:9




A Ministration of Righteousness – 2 Cor. 3:9

A Covenant Written with Ink – 2 Cor. 3:3




A Covenant Written with the Spirit of the Living God – 2 Cor. 3:3

A Covenant Written on Tables of Stone – 2 Cor. 3:3-7
A covenant Written on Fleshly Tables (of the Heart) – 2 Cor. 3:3; Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 11:19-20; 36:26

A Covenant Which Came with Glory – 2 Cor. 3:7; Ex. 34:29-35

A Covenant Which Came With Surpassing Glory – 2 Cor. 3:8-11

A Covenant Whose Glory was Passing, or Fading – 2 Cor. 3:7

A Covenant Whose Glory Continues to Shine – 2 Cor. 3:18

A Veiled or Covered Glory –  2 Cor. 3:12-16



An Unveiled, Ever-increasing Glory – 2 Cor. 3:18

A Covenant Destined to be Done Away – 2 Cor. 3:11; Heb 7:12,

A Covenant Destined to Last Forever – 2 Cor. 3:11; Heb. 13:20
8:13; 10:9

NOTES: It was not merely the glory (Gk. DOXA; cf. English “doxology”) which was transient in nature, but the Old Covenant itself. A close reading of v. 11 makes that clear, though some commentators have missed this. It is especially clear from v. 7, where Paul speaks of the “ministry that brought death … engraved in letters on stone” coming with glory (NIV). It does not make sense to say that the glory of the Old Covenant “came with glory.” To understand this chapter, one must turn back to the situation in Exodus 34, and even then Paul’s argument may seem a bit strange to us. Still, his line of reasoning is one that is quite acceptable to that of the rabbinical interpretation of his time. It is not, of course, as if the Old Testament were of no value to the Christian. As the tutor or schoolmaster whose purpose was to lead to Christ, it has tremendous value for us, but the fact is that “now that faith has come,” we are no longer under a tutor (Gal. 3:19-23, 25; 2:19-21).  Jack McKinney

